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For Immediate Release:

FORMER CHARLESTON RESIDENT LEAVES PORTION OF ESTATE TO EIU
CHARLESTON - Private person that she was, Frances Meyer Hampton most likely
would not have liked all the fuss made over her.
But friends of the former Charleston woman, as well as students, staff and faculty at
Eastern Illinois University, felt her generosity should not go unnoticed. After all, it's not
everyday that someone leaves in excess of $400,000 to his or her alma mater.
Mrs. Hampton, who died in February, left a portion of her estate to Eastern's Graduate
School. She specified that the money be used exclusively for scholarships for deserving
graduate students.
A reception honoring Mrs. Hampton and her generosity took place Friday afternoon.
"On behalf of the Graduate School, the Office of International Programs, the Office of
Grants and Research, the members of EIU's graduate faculty and current and future graduate
students at Eastern Illinois University, I extend my sincere thanks to Frances Meyer Hampton
and her family for her generous gift," said Robert Augustine, dean of EIU's Graduate School.
-more-
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MEYER HAMPTON

He added that the Meyer Hampton gift strengthens Eastern Illinois University in several
important ways, including enhancing the Graduate School's partnership with the Charleston
community.
"Mrs. Hampton was a Charleston native and EIU alumnus. This award will be a
reflection of her commitment to her community and her alma mater," Augustine added.
Although Wayne and Linda Hampton, co-executors of Mrs. Hampton's estate, were
long-time friends of Mrs. Hampton, Linda Hampton admitted the couple knew little of their
friend's background. Only after her death, after the younger couple began sorting through her
personal belongings, did the Hamptons start piecing together the details of a life that began
more than 80 years ago.
According to Linda Hampton, Mrs. Hampton's mother died when she was five. Her
father soon remarried and it was through the diaries of Mrs. Hampton's stepmother that Mrs.
Hampton's story was revealed. The executors discovered that young Frances Meyer had been
an only child, that she had lived on a farm and that she loved to ride horses and bicycles.
It also was revealed that young Frances Meyer began attending Eastern Illinois State
Teachers College after having attended both the college's Training School (elementary years)
and Teachers College High School. She received her bachelor of science degree in home
economics in 1941.
Following graduation, Meyer taught home economics for 21 years in the Findlay, Ill.,
school district. "She would stay there during the week and come home on weekends," Linda
Hampton said.
Meyer remained unmarried until she was in her forties. It was then that she married
Thomas Hampton, a well-known tree surgeon who traveled all over the country. The couple
-more-
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spent nine years together before his death in the early 1960's.

Following Thomas Hampton's death, the relationship between Mrs. Hampton and
Wayne and Linda Hampton, also of Charleston, grew. "When her husband died, she told my
husband how much she would need and depend on him," Linda Hampton said. The three
remained close friends over the next 30-plus years.
Mrs. Meyer Hampton continued to teach until she gradually lost her hearing. She also
continued to live in the home in which she had been born, located on the southwestern edge of
Charleston, and cared for the cows and sheep she raised there. A large yard allowed her the
privilege of caring for a garden, one of her greatest loves.
As Mrs. Meyer Hampton grew older, her ability to care for her yard and garden
lessened, and she became more reclusive. She continued, however, to be an avid
correspondent and exchanged many letters and cards with friends from as far away as Hawaii
and Alaska. Many of those friends were fellow Eastern alumni whom she had met as a college
student, said Linda Hampton.
"I think (the scholarship) was a way in which she could say thanks for all the good she
got from Eastern, including these friends," Linda Hampton continued.
The Frances Meyer Hampton Graduate Scholarship - a substantial cash award - will be
presented annually to one full-time graduate student in a master's degree program at Eastern.
The recipient shall have demonstrated "good character, high scholarship ability, financial need
and a potential for worthy future achievement."
Interested persons should apply through the Office of the Dean of Eastern's Graduate
School, (217) 581-2220.
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